INTRODUCTION
the Osmania University has come into existence in response
to a wide-spread demand in the Dominions for a type of higher
education calculated to satisfy the intellectual and cultural
aspirations of the people and having its foundations deep in
their national consciousness. For over half a century higher
education in the State was controlled by the Madras University;
but the connection proved so unfruetuous that enlightened public
opinion in the State became averse to its continuance and
proposals were mooted from time to time either to affiliate
educational institutions in the State to another University or
better still to have an entirely self-contained system of higher
education. These proposals continued to be discussed for a long
time without taking a definite shape until the accession of the
present ruler of the State, whose reign has been the starting-
point of an era of unprecedented educational progress. Early
in his reign an Educational Adviser was appointed to report on
the improvements to be effected in the educational organization
of the State and on his advice the whole system of Primary
and Secondary education was overhauled, the number of schools
was largely increased and all institutions were provided with
better teach-ers and equipment. The question of higher educa-
tion was then taken up and early in 1917 the Eight Hon. Sir
Akbar Hvdari (Nawab Hycler Nawaz Jung Bahadur), then
Secretary to His Exalted Highness7 Government in Educational
Department, submitted a memorandum to His Exalted Highness
in which after surveying the existing educational conditions and
discussing the disadvantages of imparting knowledge through
the medium of a foreign language he recommended that consi-
dering the peculiar needs and conditions of the State:—
"we require a new University free from the evils in-
herent in the present system and calculated to undo its
deplorable effects. The University so founded shall be
based on the fundamental principles of education, and
shall take into consideration the peculiar needs of tho
people and their national characteristics. It shall
preserve all that is best in the present and ancient
systems of education. It should be both an examining
and a teaching body and in addition to this undertake to
compile and translate "books, using the Urdii language

